24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter
Ultimate Victory

Luke 24:1

[Slide: 24 Logo “The following events happened between 5 and 6Am.”]

In Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book Mowgli, the man cub, asks the animals what’s 
the most feared thing in the jungle. He’s told that when two animals meet on a narrow 
path that one must step aside and let the other pass. The animal that steps aside for no 
one would then be the most feared, the one most powerful.


Mowgli wants to know what kind of animal would that be? One tells him it’s an 
elephant. Another tells him it’s a lion. Finally the wise old owl exclaims, “The most 
feared thing in the jungle is death. It steps aside for no one.”


We find that statement to be so true.  It doesn’t matter how physically strong, financially rich, fantastically popular or overwhelmingly powerful one is, death steps aside for no one.  Death is an absolute for all of us.  


No one is exempt from death.  Hebrews 9:27 says, “It is appointed to all men once to die and after that the judgment.”  Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 7:2 that “death is the destiny of every man.” If you watched National Treasure 2 – Book of Secrets, you might remember that one of the riddles that Ben Gates has to unscramble is the last words of his great-great grandfather [whisper] “The debt that all men pay.”  The answer – “death.”  Wonder where that came from?  The book of Romans!  “The wages of sin is death…Death passed upon all men, for all have sinned…”

Last week was Memorial Day.  A day that is, bottom line, about death.  In the morning, Tracy & Rachel Heron and their family and I went to the grave of Richard Newsome, the only Revolutionary War veteran buried in Dodge County.  The kids placed flags at the grave, Tracey did a little weed whacking around the tombstone.  Then we went to the Memorial Day service at Veterans Park here in Mayville.  By far the longest part of the gathering was the reading of the names of all the Mayville Veterans who have died.  I dare say there were hundreds of names.  Many of those named died as senior citizens – beloved grandfathers and grandmothers who faithfully served years ago in a distant war.  Others named died in battle as young, vibrant men and women while on a mission.  None of them went into war hoping to die for their country.  They would do it if it was necessary – they were willing to die – but they all preferred to return home to family and loved ones.  

As we saw in our series 24: A Day In The Life of the Worlds Greatest Terror Fighter last week, even our hero, Jesus Christ, faced death.  But it was different for Him.  He chose to die. He was born to die.  He lived to die.  His mission was to die.  From the earliest days of His ministry, He was described as the sacrificial lamb, taking away the sin of the world.  Last week we examined His cruel, violent death.  Forsaken by his friends, his family and even by His heavenly Father, Jesus took on our sins and died for you and for me.

But death was not the end for Jesus Christ.  For today’s episode from the life of Christ, turn to Luke, chapter 24, beginning with verse 1.

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women 
took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again.’ ” Then they remembered his words.

Because Jesus is God in the flesh, death had to step aside for Him.  Death is no longer the most powerful!  Like the week steps aside for the strong, death cowered in the presence of the power of Jesus Christ.  Rom. 6:9 says, “For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.”  The grave was not then end for Jesus!


Now, you might be thinking, “Umm, Pastor Bob, you need to check your calendar – Easter was 7 weeks ago!”  But the resurrection of Jesus is the single-most critical event in human history.  It is not something to be thought of one weekend a year – it is a truth to be considered and celebrated every day for the Christian!  It is what makes Jesus the Christ – it is what makes Christianity Christian.

Jesus’ Ultimate Victory separates Him from all the other religious leaders of the world.  Death stepped aside for Him but for no other!  Death did not step aside for Muhammad or Buddha or Confucius.  Their religious teachings made an impact on the world - but they died never to be seen alive again. Jesus was more than a great teacher, more than a man, He was and is God - and He proved His superiority over all religious teachers by conquering the grave.

Jesus’ Ultimate Victory is the most important and crucial part of our faith.
If the resurrection did not happen, then the claims of the New Testament are nothing more than a lie.  If there is no resurrection, there is no Christianity.  Paul says in I Corinthians 15 that 

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men

Without the reality of the resurrection, nothing else matters - 

If there’s no resurrection then there’s no life after death.  If Jesus stayed in the grave, then so will we.  If His work on earth ended at the cross, He can’t give eternal life to anyone because you cannot give away what you do not possess yourself. If there was no resurrection then there’s no meaning in life. If there was no resurrection then there’s also no forgiveness of sins.  Without Jesus’ Ultimate Victory, there’s no hope for a meaningful life.


But Jesus did win the Ultimate Victory!

Paul writes in I Corinthians 15, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead!”  He then gives several proofs.  Now, you can just take God’s word for it but you can also investigate the facts and see that there is a mountain of evidence that supports the truth of the resurrection.


You may have never heard of Sir Lionel Luckhoo. He was a lawyer for Queen Elizabeth in England, and died just a few years ago.  If you go to the Guinness Book of World Records, you’ll find that he is listed as the most successful trial lawyer ever. He had 245 successful murder defenses in a row. 

Even though he had fame, success, and wealth he felt empty inside. The older he got, the more meaningless life seemed to him. At age 63, he turned his analytical skills to the claim that Jesus rose from the dead. After years of study and diligent investigation, He found that the message of Jesus’ resurrection satisfied his intellectual questions and his personal needs …He wrote: “I have spent more than forty-two years as a defense trial lawyer in many parts of the world. I say unequivocally the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room for doubt!” 

But I know it’s pretty difficult for some people to believe that a person could come back from the dead.  So let me give you four reasons to believe in Jesus’ Ultimate Victory:


1. the empty tomb


It’s hard to deny the fact that Jesus’ tomb was empty.  No one was ever able to produce a body.  But that happens, even today, doesn’t it?  So people still have doubts, but let’s look at it rationally.


To excuse the empty tomb, you could believe that either Jesus never died on the cross, but simply went into a coma.  Then in the tomb he woke up, unwrapped himself, moved the stone, overpowered the guards, and walked out on his own.  All that after having been subjected to the Roman scourge, crucified, pierced in the side, and placed in a tomb with no water or food for three days.  Sounds like a Jack Bauer moment – pure fiction!

Or you could claim that the disciples stole the body.  That is actually not a new claim.  It was first made by the religious leaders who plotted to have Jesus killed.  In Mt. 28:12 we are told that the chief priests on the Sanhedrin “devised a plan, and gave some Roman soldiers a large sum of money, telling them ‘You are to say, his disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’”  Verse 15 continues: “The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.”

That theory has several weaknesses, however. First, Roman soldiers did not sleep on duty. If Roman soldiers were known to be asleep on duty, they would face the death penalty – yet these men admitted to sleeping and were not punished…Secondly, the disciples were not strong enough to remove the stone and then carry Jesus’ body out of the tomb before the soldiers could stop them.  These Roman soldiers were not idiots. They were some of the best fighting men in the world.  Jesus’ tomb was heavily guarded and when Roman soldiers were told to guard something, they did it with expertise.  It’s ridiculous to believe that the eleven remaining disciples could have gotten by, through or around the soldiers and stolen Jesus’ body.

Or you might believe that the disciples were hallucinating.  They wanted so much to believe that Jesus was alive that they saw something that really wasn’t there.  The main problem here is that the disciples weren’t expecting Jesus to rise from the dead – In our text, verse 11, it says that when the women came and told the disciples about the resurrection, they did not believe them. 
Secondly, the same hallucination could not possibly occur to hundreds of people in several 
different locations over a period of forty days.  

No, the BEST EXPLANATION for the empty tomb is not that Jesus didn’t die or that the disciple stole the body or were hallucinating.  The easiest explanation is simply that God raised Jesus from the dead.
 
2. The second proof is the testimony of the eyewitnesses
A lot of people saw Jesus alive after His death. The Bible reports that Jesus appeared not just to a few, but hundreds of people.


He appeared to Mary Magdalene in John 20.  He appeared to two men walking to the village of Emmaus in Luke 24.  He appeared to the twelve disciples (who couldn’t believe their eyes - He even had to say to them, “Why do you doubt who I am? Look at my hands and my feet, you can see that it’s really me!”)

Paul writes in I Corinthians 15, which Tom ready earlier,  “Jesus was raised on the third day according to the scriptures and he appeared to Peter and then to the Twelve. After that he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time most of who are still living.”  Large numbers of people saw Him alive: in different locations, at different times, and in 
different circumstances over a forty-day period.

3. The third proof is the amazing change in the disciples


What else would account for the changes if the lives of the disciples except the power of the 
resurrection?  The eleven remaining disciples were hiding in a room after Jesus’ death out of fear the same thing that happened to Jesus would happen to them --They were wimps, weenies and cowards

But after seeing Jesus alive again they became bold and courageous!  Peter denied Jesus three times because he was afraid of a servant girl who recognized him.  But a little more than 6 weeks later, Peter is preaching about Jesus to a crowd of thousands of people, and standing before the political leaders who had put Jesus to death and defying them!  What would change Peter so quickly, except for the fact that he had seen Jesus alive?  What else would possess these guys to continue to preach and risk their lives if the resurrection was a lie?  Would you be willing to stake your reputation, your family, and your life for something that you knew was a lie?

Almost every one of Jesus’ close disciples was executed for their faith in Him. They died because they believed He rose from the dead.  Peter was crucified upside down. Paul was decapitated.  These guys were serious about proclaiming the resurrection because it was all true!

And that final proof is still valid today.  The risen Jesus is still working in people’s lives today.  We see it in tumors that vanish, cancer that is healed, marriages that are saved, and lives that are transformed.  We see it in addicts who are delivered, cheaters who become faithful and doubters who become preachers.

Did you know that over the last several years, more people have come to Christ than ever before?  The fastest growing population on the planet is Christ-followers – He is still changing lives today! There are those here in this church who will tell you the same thing about their lives
because Jesus’ power has touched them.


CONCLUSION:


So What does Jesus Ultimate Victory mean for you?  HIS ultimate victory means YOUR ultimate victory!  Just as death stepped aside for Him, death now steps aside for you!  Death does not win the final victory – you do!

This has been a week filled with reminders of the brevity of our lives.  We saw Memorial day on Monday, with its remembrances and somber services.  On Wednesday, Dino – just 39 years old - was stricken with a heart condition that is very serious – and came face to face with his own mortality.  Trish’s grandmother of 94 passed away on Wednesday, and the funeral yesterday, remind us that even at 94, life is but a vapor – here, and then gone in a moment. 

Death truly is the destiny of every person, just as Solomon said – but it is not a moment of defeat for the believer in Jesus!  It is a moment of ultimate victory!  Paul said, “To live is Christ – to die is gain!”  Think about that for a moment – death is no longer something to be feared, dreaded or avoided at all cost – it is a gain – things get better for the believer after death – and we are able to rejoice with those who pass through it.  

Let me tell you something, when your view of death is different, you view of life is different.  When you stop holding tightly on to this life – and start living for eternal life, with eternal values and eternal goals – death and life take on whole new meaning!  You gain ultimate victory!

I hope you know that victory today!  I pray that you look at life and death through the lens of the empty tomb – through the filter of the Ultimate Victory of Christ.  

If death is something you fear, and something that you still look on as the most feared thing in the jungle – then find ultimate victory in Jesus today.

Prayer.

