24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter
To Be Continued…

Acts 1:8
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”To Be Continued…”  Those are words we love - and hate, aren’t they?  

When they flash across a screen on our television or in a movie, there’s always a bit of a grown…  “Awww, we have to wait for the rest of the story!”  

But there’s also a part of us that’s glad that the story isn’t over –there’s more to come, there will be more to learn, more to enjoy.

For the last few weeks we have been looking at episodes from the life and mission of Jesus Christ.  We’ve called it “24 – A day in the life of the world’s greatest terror fighter.”  In the series, we’ve seen Jesus take on the enemy of the world directly – face to face.  We’ve seen Him set off on His mission to deliver the world from individual and global destruction.  He gathered a team of relative nobodies to use in His efforts – and we learned that He has always done His work that way – through the week, the unworthy, the least likely to succeed – so that He alone gets the glory and credit when they overcome.  We’ve watched as He reached out in love and kindness to a woman deeply wounded by racial prejudice, broken relationships and an immoral lifestyle.  Jesus’ words and loving compassion rescued her and her village!  We watched as Jesus exercised amazing power in healing the son of a government official by simply speaking the words – even from a distance.  His authority and command over the forces of illness and death are amazing and impressive!

Then we watched as He willingly laid down His life to rescue the whole of humanity in one amazing act of sacrifice and love.  He took the weight of all creation on Himself as He went to the cross.  Bearing the sins of me, and you, and each and every person in the history of the world, He suffered and bled and died so that we can live.  But that was not the end of His story!  Last week we talked about the power of the resurrection – the ultimate victory of our hero Jesus, for whom even death had to step aside and cower, as He rose again in triumph over the grave!  

In that ultimate victory, you and I can have victory as well!  For His victory over death means that we can have victory over death.  Because death had to step aside for Him, it now holds no power over us – to live is Christ, to die is gain!  As we said last week, when your view of death has been changed – your view of life is changed.

But even the message of the Resurrection is not the end!  There’s still more – the story is still to be continued…

Over the course of 40 days, after the resurrection, the Risen Christ met with His disciples.  Paul tells us that at one point there were over 500 of them gathered in one place.  We know that on some of those occasions, He explained how His death and resurrection fit into the plan that God had laid out from the very beginning – opening up the Old Testament teachings and showing how they pointed forward to His own life and death on the cross.  At other times with His followers, He dealt with any doubts they may have had about His resurrection and His victory over death.  He also showed concern for them, and for the lives they would lead after He left them to go to the Father.  And then, in an amazing moment, as He was giving them final instructions, He was literally taken up into heaven – right before their eyes Jesus rose into the sky, and was eventually hidden from their sight by a cloud. 

But once again – the story is not over.  Just as last week – when the story did not end with the grave – today the story does not end when Jesus leaves the earth.  Because just before He left, Jesus said, in effect – “TO BE CONTINUED!”

The mission of Jesus Christ, the world’s greatest terror fighter, to save the world from death and destruction - does not end with Jesus leaving the earth to fend for itself.  In His last words, Jesus transfers His mission to His followers.

In the last few years, as our son Andrew has begun his career as an officer in the Navy, Carol and I have had the opportunity to watch the transfer of orders from one officer to another.  The person on mission faces their replacement, and clearly tells them the mission orders.  The new person then repeats them back, and acknowledges their new assignment. 

All four of Jesus’ biographers record the transfer of mission from Jesus to His followers.  Jesus addresses His disciples directly, and clearly issues their mission orders.  Because of the importance of this transfer, it is obvious that Jesus repeated the orders on several occasions.  

Matthew recalls an occasion when Jesus gave them their mission while in Galilee.  Remember that He had told them to meet him in Galilee after the resurrection.  While there, He reminded them of their mission.  He stresses that their mission is to be done by His followers in the same authority and power as He did it.  He records Jesus’ words:  

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you, and surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.

Mark recalls a time when Jesus appeared to the eleven while they were eating.  He records the command of Christ: “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”

Luke writes of this same event Book of Acts, chapter 1, and verse 8.  It is the last time Jesus was with the disciples.  As with Mark, they were eating, apparently outdoors on the side of the Mount of Olives by Bethany – just outside of Jerusalem.  He quotes Jesus, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”

John gives us the most abbreviated record of the event.  It is also the earliest chronologically.  He records that on the night of the resurrection, while the disciples were gathered together in Jerusalem, the Lord appeared to His disciples, and said “As the Father has sent Me, now I am sending you.” 

This mission assignment – this transfer of responsibility - is so important that Jesus repeated it at least three times for His disciples in the 40 days He was with them after the resurrection. He may have repeated it more, but we have at least three recorded for us!  It is critically important for Jesus’ followers to understand and acknowledge their mission.  That mission has been passed on from generation to generation of disciples – from the Eleven, to the early church, and to each and every believer to follow – right up to us today.  Jesus’ mission, the Disciples’ mission, the church’s mission – is our mission!

As we look at these statements side by side, there are some important things we can note.

The Mission of Christ is Mandatory & Motivating

Jesus speaks these words in the Imperative.  This is not a suggestion.  It is not a request.  It is a command.  “Go!”  “I am sending you!”  Fulfilling the mission of Christ is not optional behavior for a disciple of Christ – it is the reason we live and breath.  From His earliest days, as a 12 year old, Jesus said, “I must be about My Father’s business.”  We must be likewise motivated.  This is our highest calling and our greatest purpose – to be advancing the Kingdom of God.  The mission of Christ is about Motion & Movement. It’s not about holding territory – it’s about taking territory!  It’s not about resisting evil – it’s about pushing back the darkness!  Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of hell cannot resist it!”  We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us!  In our series we have seen Him take on the enemy directly and aggressively – and we are to do the same.

The Mission of Christ is Massive & Multicultural

One other thing that is unmistakable from these verses is that they mission of Christ is massive and multicultural.  Jesus calls on us to reach all the world – every nation, every people group, every race and tribe.  The call of Christ crosses ethnic and social barriers.  We have watched Jesus cross the racial barriers between Jew and Samaritans, as well as the social barriers that existed between the so-called religious and the common people.  He reached out to the rejected, the despised and the “sinful.”  Those no one else would touch, Jesus embraced.  The one’s that others threw spiritual condemnation at, or were victimized by “holier than thou” attitudes were valued and cared for by Jesus.  We are to follow in His example of mission accomplishment – reaching those others reject – crossing every line of hate and judgment – even if it means we bring criticism on ourselves from the “more holy” in the process.  

In Mayville, that means we love the Latinos in our community, showing them courtesy and kindness.  We reach out to the tattooed and pierced, seeing beyond the appearance and loving the individual.  We show compassion and concern for those who feel rejected, shunned or labeled “sinner” by the church – and we show them the love of Jesus – who spent His entire mission loving those the religious establishment rejected.

The Mission of Christ is Making & Measurable

We also notice that the Mission of Christ is not ambiguous and undefined.  In fact, it is about making and it is measurable.  We are to be producing a product – fruit for the kingdom.  The product we are to be making is disciples!  We are to be intentionally going and making disciples.  Telling people about the greatest terror fighter who ever lived; 

who left the best, 

faced the worst, 

sacrificed the most, 



paid the debt,




won the victory





and saved the world!

Our mission is to encourage people to do more than know about Jesus – but to invite them to know Jesus – and to help them to follow Jesus as His disciples.

The Mission of Christ is Mighty & Majestic

We advance in the authority and the power of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me…therefore go!”  We go in that authority!  He said, “As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.”  We are sent on the same mission, with the same authority, in the same power, as Christ Himself.  As the Legion of demons shrank in the presence of Christ, and trembled at His words, so we are to be an advancing, transforming force for good and right in our world.  And those forces of darkness will be pushed back because we not only go in the authority of Christ, but in the presence of Christ – for He promises to go with us – and to be with us always, until the very end of time.  
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And so the story continues…new episodes of “the life greatest terror fighter who ever lived” are being written every day – 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.  The star of the show is Jesus Christ – as it always has been and always will be – but you and I get to play an important role.  Like the disciples before us, we get to be the team through which He accomplishes His mission…so let’s go save the world!

Prayer

