24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter
Rescuing a Wounded Woman

John 4:1-42

[Slide: 24 Logo “The following events happened between noon and 1pm.”]

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, (and was later quoted by Ronald Reagan) “A hero is no braver than an ordinary man, but he is braver five minutes longer.”  Christopher Reeve, who was considered heroic because of the courage he showed in the face of debilitating injury, once said, “I think a hero is an ordinary individual who finds strength to persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles.”
These days at Gateway Community Church, we are talking about heroes.  We’ve mentioned that there have been heroes throughout human history; all the way back to the first few pages of the Bible.  Heroes inspire us.  Sometimes they are real people who rise above their circumstances and perform bravely.  Sometimes they are fictitious, or legendary, like comic book heroes or the heroes of movies or television.  They make us feel safe.  

After the Battle of Britain in World War II, Winston Churchill gave one great definition of a hero.  In describing the Royal air Force of England, he said, “Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”  Heroes are those few, or those individuals, who will do whatever it takes to protect others.  We want heroes.  We want to believe that there are heroes around us who will emerge when the need arises – people who will risk their life and safety to protect and rescue us.

We’re focusing on one hero in particular – the greatest hero in history.  With all due respect to Mr. Churchill, our hero is a single man who did far much more for far many more than even the RAF.

Our hero is Jesus Christ – Who, Philippians 4 tells us, willingly laid aside His status of equality with God, humbled Himself to become a man, and then sacrificed Himself to rescue the entire human race.  Find me a greater hero than that!  No one come even close!

And yet as astounding as Jesus ultimate work is, His life was so much more!  In the day to day experience of His life, He continually demonstrated amazing character.  We are looking at episodes from the life of Jesus in our series “24 – A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter.”  

In the television show “24” the hero, Jack Bauer, spends one day facing down overwhelming odds and a determined enemy to rescue the world.  Over the course of the 24 hours that make up a season, Jack dodges fists, bullets and bombs, fights foreign terrorists and government watchdogs, travels by car, rail, helicopter and jet, and wins the day…all without sleep, food, or even water.  I would love for them to do a final episode where Jack is shown coming home and his wife says, “So, how was your day?  Are you hungry?”

Today we are going to look at an episode from the life of the world’s greatest terror fighter that occurred between noon and 1pm.  It is described in John, chapter 4, which Dino read for us earlier.  In this hour, we see Jesus rescue a wounded woman. 

The scene opens with our hero, Jesus.  He’s been busy – and gaining in popularity.  So much so that He is drawing bigger crowds than John the Baptist.  Along with that notoriety, however, had come the attention of the establishment – those who would eventually plot His death.  But Jesus has an agenda – and it’s not yet time to face down the Pharisees, so He leads His band of disciples north to Galilee.  Verse 4 tells us that he “had to go through Samaria.”  No He didn’t!  In fact, no good Jew would go through Samaria.  The people who lived there were half-breeds from the Syrian domination 600 years earlier.  They were not pure Jews, so they couldn’t worship at the Temple, which meant that they were unclean.  No Jew would ever go through Samaria.  There was hostility between Jews and Samaritans – they hated each other!  Jews would either go north along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, or they would cross the Jordan River, and go around Samaria – it was longer, but it was better then being contaminated by those Samaritans!

But Jesus “had to go.”  He was on a mission – and His mission took him into hostile territory on this day.  We also see, in verse 6 that Jesus was tired.  Yes, Jesus was tired!  It says that He was so tired that he sat down at a well.  He wasn’t going any further.  We are also told that it was the sixth hour – which is noon – six hours after daybreak, the hottest part of the day.  Verse 7 tells us that Jesus was thirsty, and verse 8 implies that he was hungry!  So here we have our hero – pushing forward on His mission, in hostile territory, tired, hot, thirsty and hungry.

Now let’s take a look at this suffering woman.  First, we know that she is a Samaritan.    As I said before, Samaritans were the targets of vicious racism by Jews.  The Jews hated Samaritans even worse than Gentiles – because they looked at them as traitors – half -breeds who had broken God’s law.  Pharisees would actually pray that God would send all Samaritans to hell in the judgment!  A righteous Jew would not walk on the same side of the street, drink from a cup or well, or have any form of contact with a Samaritan.  The racism she faced was every bit as bad, if not worse than the racism in our own nation in our darkest history.  Her whole life this woman had been told by “God’s people” that God hated her!  

Add to this the fact that she was an immoral woman.  She was apparently one who made the rounds from bed to bed and man to man.  In our day such a person is still looked upon with a judgmental eye – but it was even worse in the first Century!  She had had five husbands, and had gotten so cynical about the institution that by the time the fifth marriage failed, and the next guy came along, she didn’t even bother to go through the formality – “Why get married?  It doesn’t work anyway, and who cares what other people think anyway!”  But you know what?  With the failure of each of those marriages, there were deep wounds, dashed hopes and grave disappointments.

But no matter how much she would have tried to ignore it, the people did talk – and she was an outcast of the society.  How do we know that – because she is coming to get water at the sixth hour.  No one goes to get water in the middle of the day – they draw water from the well in the morning, and again in evening, when it is cooler.  In fact, the women of the villages at this time would gather each day to draw water – it was a time of socializing and connecting.  But this woman came at noon – precisely because the others gathered in the mornings and evenings.  She was ostracized from the community.  When the women gathered to talk – they talked about her not to her!
So we see this hated, hurting, rejected woman, deeply wounded by racism, abuse and prejudice, coming to the well in the hottest part of the day, and she meets up with our hero.  But Jesus is tired, hot, thirsty and hungry, in hostile territory.  It would have been so easy for Him to just let her come, get her water, and leave.  She was a Samaritan woman – He was a Jewish man.  He was not supposed to talk to her, she would not expect it, or desire it – she was there at that time to avoid people… 

But Jesus  is on a mission!  He is on a mission to rescue this wounded woman!
So what does He do?

· He engages her.  He finds common ground - she has come for water, he asks for a drink.

· He values her.  He dismisses the racial and moral prejudices of the others she has known, and He offers her water that will help her – and satisfy the deep thirst in her own soul.

· He reveals truth to her.  He tells her that God is seeking people who will simply worship Him, and love Him, and honor Him.  No matter the race.  No matter the past.  No matter the guilt or shame.

Those of you who have been here for a while have heard me preach from this story before.  It is one of my favorites stories from the life of Jesus.  Because every one of us can see ourselves in this wounded woman.  We feel unworthy of God’s love.  We feel like failures.  We know that we just don’t measure up to God’s standards.  

· He’s here for you! He’s never too tired, too distracted or too busy to care for us!

· He loves you!  Jesus went through all He did – all the sacrifice, even to the point of death – for you and for me.

· He seeks you! – He wants us to worship Him – to know Him, and to have the same life-giving water flowing through our souls that was offered to this wounded woman.

So what happened?  The best part of the story!

· She believed (v 29)  She recognized that Jesus was the Christ!

· Then “many became believers” (v 39) because of her testimony!

· Then “many more believed.” (V 41) because of Jesus’ love and ministry to them over two days.

· They declared Jesus to be the “Savior of the world.” Verse 42.  

Have you discovered that truth?  No matter who you are, no matter what you’ve done – Jesus cares for you.  He loves you, He seeks you, and He offers you a place of amazing love and grace.  Today Jesus is ready to come to your rescue – to save you from the wounds this world inflicts – trust Him – ask Him to forgive you for the mess you’ve made of your life, and heal you from the wounds others have inflicted – believe in Him today, and follow Him from this day forward.

