24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter
Rescuing a Sick Boy

John 4:43-54

[Slide: 24 Logo “The following events happened between 1 and 2pm.”]

Last week in our episode of “24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter”, we saw Jesus come to the rescue of a wounded woman.  Her life was one of brokenness – broken, failed marriages, broken moral compass, broken relationships with her community.  She was the victim of racial discrimination.  She was outcast, lonely and hurting.  When she met Jesus all that changed.  The Messiah, the Son of God, engaged her, valued her, revealed truth to her, and rescued her from her broken life.  We saw last week that no matter who you are, no matter what you have done, Jesus loves you, He desires relationship with you, and He went to unimaginable lengths to reach you.  He is truly the greatest hero the world has ever known.

In today’s episode from Jesus’ life, we are going to go right back to where we left off last week – John, chapter 4.  After Jesus’ initial contact with the Samaritan Woman at the well – we are told that he stayed in her village for two days with His disciples, and that many people believed in Him as a result.  As we pick up the story, Jesus sets off from there to continue his journey to Galilee.  

[Read John 4:43-54]

Have you noticed recently that some commercials on TV have gotten a little weird lately?  Some of the change, I like – I just love the Kia commercials that show drivers as hamsters in cage wheels – unless, of course, you drive one of their new cars!  But some I just don’t get…like the Geiko commercials with the wad of bills and eyeballs – I just don’t get that one!  When I mentioned it to my son, John, however, he said, “Yeah, but don’t forget that these are the guys who came up with the Geiko Gecko, and the whole ‘So easy a cave man can do it’ series.”  He said it was good that they were not sitting back and resting on their past successes.  I guess, but I still don’t get the bills and eyeballs…

Variety is the spice of life…We love variety and we get bored easily.  How many of us would watch “24” or “CSI” or any other show if the plot were the same every week?  (Some of us may think that they plot of most TV shows are the same every week!)  It would be terribly boring, wouldn’t it?  We are drawn to creativity.  We love variety.  It’s part of the image of God that we were created in that causes us to enjoy the endless variety of music, art, color, and even events and the wide and amazing variety of weeds that can grow up in our lawns at this time of year…well, maybe we don’t love all forms of variety!

It makes sense to me that the God who created 16 gazillion varieties of insects, when he could have created just 6 – would be varied in how he lived his life when he visited earth and lived among people.  Jesus dealt with different people, from different cultures, in different settings, in different ways!  If you take your Bible, and read the biographies of Jesus that are found there, you will see amazing variety in his life.  

He met a religious leader in a private session in the middle of the night.  He called out a tax collector in the middle of a busy street.  Sometimes he left when a crowd showed up, other times he embraced the crowds even when the disciples asked him to send them away.  Sometimes he healed with a touch of his hand, sometimes he spit on the ground and made mud, sometimes he simply spoke a word, other times he seemingly didn’t do anything, and people were healed by just touching his clothes!

That’s why I always get a little nervous when people want to put Jesus in a box.  “If you want healing, you have to pray this way, say these words, do this, fast this long, have this experience…If you say these words – he has to do what you tell him…” - that’s just bad theology; Jesus didn’t work like that when he was here among us, why would he be boxed in, predictable and boring now?

Today’s episode demonstrates it.  Last week he came to the rescue of a wounded woman.  This week he rescues a sick boy.  Last week he was compelled to go to the woman, this week the father of the child comes and pleads for help.  Last week, Jesus engaged the woman, and had a conversation with her about water, and religion, her life and his ability to cleanse and save her.  This week, Jesus appears reluctant, speaks few words, and doesn’t even go to the sick child.  It’s not wrong, it’s different, and there is truth here for us to learn as we examine the events closely.

Jesus came back to Galilee, we read in verse 46 that Jesus went to Cana, where he had performed his first miracle, turning water into wine at a wedding.  Cana is literally just around the side of a hill from Nazareth, where Jesus had grown up.  While Jesus was there a “royal official” came to Jesus and begged him to come and heal his son.  

For our purposes this morning, I want us to look at this story through the lens of this father ‘s faith.  

Stage 1:  Crisis Faith.

The dad comes to Jesus in a state of crisis.  He is sure that his son is going to die.  From Capernaum, miles away, he has heard that Jesus has returned to the area-and he sets off to get there.  Now if you and I were in Galilee today, that would be no problem – just hop in the car, take a 40 minute drive – but for that day, the 38 miles over the mountains and through the valleys was a daunting task.  Why do it?  Why leave a sick child to run across the countryside?

Because he had faith! It was crisis faith – it was desperate faith, but it was faith.  He was at his wit’s end – being a government official, he certainly had every treatment available at the time at his disposal, but nothing had worked – so he sets off to find this prophet he has heard about.  He came and he begged Jesus to come and heal his son.  

Stage 2: Challenged Faith.

Jesus first response is rather surprising to us.  We expect him to immediately respond to such a faith in crisis with words of encouragement and grace, immediately rushing to the sick boy’s bed, and raising him up in power and great glory!  But instead, he takes a deep breath, and says, “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders you will never believe.”  

What’s that about???

Jesus is basically saying, “I see how it is, you folks, good Jewish people, won’t believe in me unless I do some miracle.”  Maybe he was thinking back to the fact that he had just come from Samaria, where the despised half-breed “sinners” had believed he was the savior of the world without any recorded miracle!

This guy certainly has come with faith.  He had traveled a fair distance to come and humble himself before Jesus, but Jesus hesitates. Christ wants to stretch the man’s faith, to purify his intent, and to grow him.  Matthew Henry, in his commentary, says, 

Though he was a nobleman, and now in grief about his son, and had shown great respect to Christ in coming so far to him, yet Christ gives him a reproof. Men’s dignity in the world shall not exempt them from the rebukes of the word or providence…Observe, Christ first shows him his sin and weakness, to prepare him for mercy, and then grants his request. Those whom Christ intends to honour with his favours he first humbles with his frowns. The Comforter shall first convince.

Before Christ will grant the man what he desires, he challenges his faith to test it, to strengthen it and to refine it.

Stage 3 Confident Faith.  

It works!  The nobleman is not swayed in his faith – in fact, his faith is enhanced.  He humbles himself even more, and he says, in verse 49, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”  The man now addresses Jesus as “lord.”  Now, in our Bible, we have it translated as “sir,” but the Greek word was kurios, which is a title given to a person of power and authority – it is our “Lord.”  Only the New Living Translation has it translated that way for us.  The nobleman has placed himself in the correct position – though he is a nobleman over people in Galilee, he acknowledges that he is subservient to Christ.  

The nobleman also offers up his desperation: “Lord, come down or my son will die.”  He has no other hope – no one else to turn to.  Without Christ, all is lost.  That’s exactly where the challenge was meant to bring him – to complete reliance on Christ.

Now Jesus responds, “You may go, your son will live.”

Verse 50 is amazing!  We read, “the man took Jesus at his word, and departed.”  Now that is confident faith!  Don’t miss the fact that the man did not get exactly what he asked for…he wanted Jesus to come to Capernaum with him and heal his son – but Jesus had simply told him to go home – and it would be done.  The challenge that Jesus put to him to has strengthened the man’s faith by such a point that he is able to take Christ at his word, and turn and walk away.  

As the official leaves in his confident faith, and sets off on the long walk home – he does not know that some of his servants are walking the same path, in the opposite direction, with great news!  

Think about what that walk must have been like.  He was confident, yes – we are told he took Christ at His word – but don’t you think that his heart was still praying, that he was anxious to get home and find the confirmation that his boy was well?

Stage 4 – Confirmed Faith.

His son was indeed well – healed at the exact moment of Jesus’ words.  But he still didn’t know it yet!  Until, as he walked along the dusty path, his mind still consumed in prayer and hope and fear – his servants rushed up to him and told him the amazing news – and his faith moved from confident to confirmed.  The words of the servant – the way they line up perfectly with the words of Christ, confirmed the authority and position of Jesus in the official’s mind.  The day before he had humbled himself, and elevated Christ to his “Lord,” now that faith is confirmed in the miraculous work of the Savior. The end of verse 53 says, “So he…believed.”

Step 5 – Contagious Faith.

But that’s not all the end of verse 53 says!  It says, “He and all his household believed.”  The man’s crisis faith, that had been challenged and grown confident, has been confirmed and now he is telling people about it!  And his testimony of his spiritual journey from crisis to confidence yields fruit – the best fruit – his family, those he loved most, believed on Jesus.  He went to Jesus to have a sick child’s life saved, but got the added bonus of his entire family’s souls saved!

So what can we take from this episode from Jesus’ life for our experience today?

Well, it seems to me that the progression of faith that this dad went through is not all that unlike what we go through from time to time.  Let’s face it, sometimes we all face crises of faith.  It may be a health issue of our own or someone we love.  Perhaps it’s an economic crisis, or a relationship that is near death.  And our instincts tell us that this is more than we can handle – none of our resources can fix what’s wrong – it’s out of our league.  That instinct drives us to Jesus.  It happens all the time – did you hear the tapes this week of the pilot who was at the controls of the plane that crashed in Buffalo in February.  You know what his last words were?  “Jesus Christ.”  When we have reached the end of our rope – we go to the One who transcends our world.  We often come in crisis mode…it’s faith – because we come to him believing and hoping that He can fix it – but it’s crisis faith.

But sometimes, the answer is not what we expect, or what we want, or in the time we think is appropriate.  Why would that be?  Part of it may be because Christ wants to grow our faith from crisis to confirmed – but that can’t happen without a challenge.  The only way for faith to grow is when we believe without seeing results…Faith is defined as believing in the unseen, trusting in the unknown.  Jesus said to Thomas – “blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe!”  

We sometimes have this unbiblical, error-filled idea that when we ask, God has to deliver – in our way and in our time.  But we need to allow Him to answer us according to His will, and believe that He is doing His ultimate best for my ultimate good – even if it doesn’t seem like it at the time.

And when our crisis faith has been challenged and has been grown to confident faith, then we are able to carry on until our faith is confirmed – we see the sovereign wisdom of God in His purposes.  It doesn’t always end up the way we thought it would – but we know that God is in control…

It is only when we have experienced the sovereign power of God in our lives that we can have a faith that is contagious:

· when we have seen Him at work in ways that are beyond our ability…

· even if they are not according to our plan – 

· that we are able to share the reality of His work with others.  

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, we come to you because we are all in desperate situations of one kind or another many times.  I know there are people here today that face uncertain futures due to illness, economic pressures or changing work situations.  Lord we confess that our faith is not strong – we are desperate for you…hear our prayers, and give us strength to trust you, even when it seems you are hesitating…Lord, help us with our unbelief!  Give us a faith that will trust you in spite of circumstances – and grant us a testimony of your goodness to us through the crises we face.  We pray in the name of Jesus, AMEN.

