24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter
Assembling the Team

Luke 6: 12-16

Video Clip: “24” Logo  “The following occurred between 8 and 9 am”

The world needs a superhero!  We urgently need someone to lead us through the challenging economic times we face.  We are frantically searching for someone to save us from the threats of rogue nuclear terrorist cells, and hostile international governments, and sometimes a combination of both.  The world is an increasingly dangerous place, and we need a hero to protect us, defend us, and save us!

Human beings have always embraced super heroes.  In the opening pages of the Bible we read, in Genesis 6, of the Nephilim, who are described as “the heroes of old, men of renown.”  King David had a band of men who were his greatest warriors.  In Second Samuel 23, they are called “David’s Mighty Men.”

In our day, some of the most popular shows on television are shows about heroes – whether police officers, firemen or military personnel, the heroes are people who work to protect us and rescue us from danger and threat.  We said then that one of the reasons TV shows like “the Unit” or “24”are so popular is that we desperately want to believe that there are real people out there who are fighting evil, and doing whatever it takes to defend us and save us from real threats.

Last week we began a new series called, “24: A Day in the Life of the World’s Greatest Terror Fighter.”  We’re borrowing the theme from the TV show “24”, which each season consists of 24 episodes – each one an hour in length, that make up a single day in the life of the hero – Jack Bauer.  In that one amazing 24 hour period, Jack becomes aware of the problem, faces down the enemy, assembles a team of experts to assist him, and does whatever it takes to win.

Our series is going to look at episodes from the life of the ultimate terror fighter – the unequalled super hero of all time – Jesus Christ.  Who was aware of the danger that mankind faced, took on the enemy, and paid the ultimate price to save you and me from the greatest threat we face – evil, death and destruction on an eternal scale.

Today, we are going to look at events that occurred at the beginning of a day early in Jesus’ ministry.  Turn in your Bibles, or pick up one on the chairs around you, and turn to the biography of Jesus written by Luke, chapter 6, beginning with verse 12.  

12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

There are two things I want you to notice here.

First, notice that Jesus spent an entire night in prayer before he picked His team.  This was a huge decision, and Jesus needed to spend time concentrating and praying and seeking the Father’s direction as he selected those who would be on his team.  Folks, there is a huge – and I mean HUGE lesson here for us…if Jesus, the Son of God, needed to spend time in prayer before making decisions, and when facing opposition, then we most certainly need to do the same!  How foolish are we to think that we can face tough times, or make critical choices, without consulting with the Father!

I’ve had people tell me “I never pray for myself – that would be selfish…”  But Jesus prayed for himself – in fact He prayed for Himself a lot.  Last week we saw him spend 40 days in prayer and fasting before beginning his ministry; today we see him spend an entire night in prayer before picking His team, we see other times when we read that He rose early in the morning to pray, in the Garden He prayed for release from the cross.  Even in the “Lord’s Prayer,” much of the prayer is for myself – “my daily bread, lead me, deliver me, forgive me…”  Prayer for self isn’t selfish – but it is humbling.  When I ask for help – I am acknowledging that someone else has something that I don’t have – I need them.  When we pray for ourselves, we are submitting to God’s sovereignty, His sufficiency, His will.

Secondly, it is here that we see Jesus assembling His team.  In the TV series “24”, Jack Bauer has his team of people who help him out.  He’s got people on the inside at NSA, FBI, CIA, and all the rest of the Alphabet soup that is our government.  They are, of course, the best of the best.  They can hack into any computer system, listen in on any conversation, access every database on the planet, and communicate with Jack through the latest techno wizardry you can imagine.  He also has a side kick – a person who is trained in combat tactics and anti-terrorism, who can watch his back and cover his moves while he charges in to kick some terrorist’s behind.

But here, it’s a little different story…These guys are not the “best of the best.”  They are not the brightest crayon in the box, or the sharpest pencil in the drawer.  In fact, it kind of reminds me of a scene from a different film from a few years ago…check this out:

[Film clip: Stripes “We are Americans – kicked out of every decent country in the world – we are the retched refuse – we’re mutts…”]  Here comes the legal disclaimer:  “The fact that Pastor Bob has shown the preceding clip does not mean that Gateway Community Church, it’s pastor or board of Elders endorses said film in any way, and does not necessarily recommend the film for viewing by the members of Gateway Community Church, its employees or their families.  The film clip is used simply to make a point.

When it comes to the team that Jesus picked, that’s not too far from the way it was.  These guys were probably the last ones you would have picked to take on all the power of evil in the world.  These were working stiffs – normal run of the mill guys like you and me…nothing special or outstanding about them.  They had regular jobs – fishermen, tax collectors, working guys.  

From the gospels we know that Peter and his brother Andrew were fishermen like their father, and that they were partners with John and James.  The fact that they were following in their father’s trade is in itself telling.  You see, every Jewish boy was sent to Hebrew school from age 5-12. At that school, they learned to read, write and memorized the Law of Moses.  By far, most kids at age 12 stopped their education there – they would then spend the rest of their lives training in the family business - fishing, carpentry, stone masonry, whatever.  

But if they showed some promise – a little more potential - they were invited to continue on to the next level of education, where they studied Hebrew history and poetry under the local Rabbi. They would memorize a vast section of the Old Testament.  Virtually everyone would end their’ education at that point.  For a very few, however, the Rabbi saw great potential in a student, if they were “the best of the best”, he would invite the now 15-year-old young man to become his disciple, he would say, “Come, follow me,” and the boy would start his journey toward becoming a Rabbi himself. Those few were the best of the best of the best.

If you were writing a script for Jesus’ life – coming to earth as the Son of God, to take on all the forces of evil in the world – wouldn’t you pick those guys?  You know, the guys who can quote the whole Bible, who have studied hermeneutics and eschatology and have a fully developed personal theology?  The best of the best of the best – the “A” team – that’s who we would pick!

But the guys Jesus picked hadn’t made the cut to be Rabbis.  They were doing the family trade because they didn’t have the smarts to make it in religion or law or politics – and if you read Peter’s words from the Gospel accounts, I don’t think it surprised him that he hadn’t been chosen to become a Rabbi.  He describes himself as “a sinful man.”  He was a fisherman.  His soul was as rough and calloused as his hands.  He had trained under his father, had his own business in Capernaum, he was married, and his life was pretty much going to stay that way until he died.

But then this Rabbi Jesus comes walking along the shore of Galilee, and he says to Peter, “Come, follow me.”  He says to Peter, in effect, “I see potential in you!  Other’s may not see you as a champion, but I do – I’ll even call you ‘Rocky’!”  The fact that Peter abandoned his business and followed Jesus tells me that Peter desperately wanted to be chosen – he had felt like “the last kid picked at kickball” long enough – when the opportunity came, he jumped at it!  And not only did he become part of Jesus’ team – he became one of the inner circle – the closest side-kick!

It was with this group of fishermen, and tax collectors, and political extremists – surrounded by thousands of common working people and uncommon “sinners” that Jesus set off to save the world.  I don’t think we can imagine a more unlikely group.

But you know what – if we look at the entirety of the Scriptures – the whole Bible, we shouldn’t be surprised by Jesus picks.  Back in the Old Testament, God chose the nation of Israel to be His people.  He could have chosen some huge power like Syria, or Persia, or Egypt – but He chose to pick one guy and start a whole new nation out of nothing.  Then within Israel’s history, he continued to choose the unexpected.  He chose second-born Jacob over first-born Esau.  He chose murdering, stuttering Moses to be the deliverer from Egypt, instead of an upright, eloquent man.  He chose Gideon, the smallest of the smallest of the smallest from the tribes of Israel, to be their leader. He chose small, young David instead of his taller, older brothers to be king.  So seeing Jesus choose the “retched refuse” of the world to be His team shouldn’t surprise us. 

In fact, in the New Testament, Paul writes – now listen to this:

26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him
The reason God picks the unexpected, the mutts and the seemingly weakest link  – is found in that last verse – so that no one can take credit for what happens.  He chooses ordinary folks, and does extraordinary things, so that HE gets the glory!  

Flash forward three years or so, and you will find these same disciples standing before the powerful political and religious leaders of their day, defending their beliefs with great conviction and power.  In Acts 4:13 we read this,

When they [the religious and political leaders] saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

Is that a cool verse or what???  Here are these ordinary, unschooled losers – these “mutts” speaking with courage – and Jesus gets the credit.  

That’s what its all about!

You know why I like this episode from the life of Jesus?  Because of two things:

First - It shows that Jesus spent time in prayer – in fact he spent entire nights in prayer before God seeking direction, counsel and strength.  We need to do the same.

And secondly – it shows that God loves to use normal people in abnormal ways.  He likes to take cooks, and car salesmen, and cops, and veterinarians, and teachers, and office managers, and homemakers – and use them as His “A” team!  He picks the week, the uneducated, the overlooked and undervalued, and He does His God thing with them!

No offense – but, umm, that’s you – and me.  Let’s follow Jesus, and be His disciples, and see what amazing things He can do with us!  OK?

Let’s go!

