“24”

A Day in the Life of the Worlds Greatest Terror Fighter
Face-Off

Luke 4:1-13

If the election of last year showed us anything, it showed us that the world is looking for an individual to make things right.  One voice of hope and leadership who will lead us out of the pit we are in.  Whether you were a supporter of our president in his election to the White House or not, there is no way to ignore the reality that around the globe Barack Obama is looked to as a person to bring hope and change to a messed up world.  In February, when Carol and I were in Germany, we went to visit the ruins of Heidelberg Castle – one of the best places to see a renaissance era castle.  In the gift shop, along with pictures, postcards, beer steins, replica swords, and the like, there was a coffee-table book entitled, “Barack Obama, The Voice of Hope.”  

This is really nothing new.  As we traveled around Central Europe, we saw in virtually every city a street or plaza named for John F Kennedy – who was seen as a man who stood up to the Soviet Union for the German people 50 years ago.

The truth is, the world is always looking for a hero…someone who will fight for justice and the oppressed – who will bring order and peace to good people.  That’s why we’ve had heroes like the Lone Ranger, Batman and Superman – all the way back to Hector, the hero of Greek mythology.

In the US today, the great mythological hero is Jack Bauer, on the show “24”.  Jack will do whatever it takes to “defend truth, justice and the American way.”  The show is about a single day, a 24-hour period, in which Jack discovers a threat, assembles a team, and takes on the enemy to defend his people from terrorism.  Of course, along the way he is misunderstood, bends the rules, and is chased as much by the good guys as the bad guys – but it’s all done to preserve the right, and defend the innocent.  

Of course, it’s all fiction – but it’s one of the most popular shows on television, because we want to believe that there are people out there fighting for us!  We desperately want to know that the bad guys are going to be defeated, and that someone, somewhere has thing under control…it helps us sleep better at night to think that we are being defended from threats by guys like Jack.

But the truth is we face an enemy that cannot be defeated by the likes of Jack Bauer, Clark Kent, or Bruce Wayne.  This enemy is not fictitious – he is very real, and ruthless.  He is the world’s greatest and most powerful terrorist.  His goal is not only the destruction of our society, and the way of life we enjoy – he wants to destroy you – personally – and the people you love most – your children, your parents, your husband or wife.  His goal is to rob you of you any sense of purpose, meaning or joy in life – and to bring death and destruction both now and for eternity.  

As we will see today, he is powerful and devious.   Like any effective terrorist, he loves to work under the radar.   His greatest trick is to convince you that he doesn’t exist.  He’s right next to you, and you don’t recognize him until he’s unleashed his fury.  He’ll lull you into a sense of security and comfort, and then destroy you with an awful viciousness.  

And there’s nothing you can do on your own to defeat him.

It would be hopeless, were it not for our Hero.  Our source of hope, the One who comes to our rescue to battle and defeat the enemy.  He, too, is very real, and even more powerful than our adversary.  He reaches out to the oppressed, the defeated and the abused, to bring new life with purpose and meaning both now and for eternity.  

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to look at “episodes” from the life of our Hero, Jesus Christ.  We’re going to see the amazing steps He took to rescue people from the enemy, and how He still fights for you and me today.

Today, we set the stage.  Pick up a Bible and turn to the biography of Jesus written by Luke.  It’s the third book of the New Testament, a little more than 2/3 of the way through your Bibles.  In Luke, chapter 4, we have the opening scene of Jesus’ mission.  He has just gone to John the Baptist to be baptized, signifying to everyone that His life was taking a new direction.  He had been a carpenter to this point, but now He was beginning His life as a teacher.  We pick up the story in verse 1 of Luke 4:

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread." 4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.'" 5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will all be yours." 8 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.'" 9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: "'He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" 12 Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

I want us to see this episode from Jesus’ life this morning because it reveals so many of the tactics our enemy takes to defeat and destroy us.  As we see Jesus deal with Satan, we can learn some valuable intel on how we can deal with him, too.

First of all, notice that Jesus is in a desert.  But notice: the Holy Spirit led Jesus to the desert!  The Desert was a vital part of Jesus’ life.  Until this point in his life, and Luke tells us in chapter 3, v 23 that Jesus was about 30 years old – until this time, He had been a carpenter.  His life was relatively normal – later, when he went back to his hometown as a teacher, the neighbors said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the Carpenter’s son?”  But Jesus knew that He was entering a new stage of life, His ministry was beginning, and things were about to change.  So after His baptism to announce that change, the Holy Spirit led him into the desert for some spiritual boot camp.  It was a time of intense spiritual and physical training…

The second thing I want you to notice is this – the attack of Satan was an attack on Jesus’ identity.  Just for a second, take a quick look across the page at chapter 3, verse 21.  It tells us there that Jesus went to be baptized by John, and as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove, and a voice came from heaven: “You are My Son, Whom I love, with You I am well pleased.”

That’s a pretty amazing declaration of Jesus’ identity, isn’t it?  That must have been a pretty wonderful moment in Jesus’ life!

Now, look at verse 3, in chapter 4.  What does the devil say to Jesus”  “If you are the Son of God turn this rock to bread!”  Then look over at verse 9.  Again Satan says, “If you are the Son of God show it!  Jump off the top of the temple, and let the angels catch you and you can show the world who you are!”

Thirdly, I want you to notice the shrewdness of the enemy’s attack.  Satan is no fool!  He appealed to the things that he felt Jesus was most vulnerable in.  First, food.  Verse 2 says, after 40 days in the desert, without eating, Jesus was hungry.  Yeah, no kidding!  So Satan says, “Come on!   You’re supposed to be the Son of God, why should You be hungry?  You created the world from nothing, let’s see you make bread from rocks!”  When that didn’t work, he shifted gears.  The most important thing to a man, after his stomach, is respect.  So Satan shows Jesus all the kingdoms of the world – from Rome ‘til today, and beyond – and he says, “You know, I can give this to anyone I want…You’re supposed to be the Son of God, and here you are with the snakes and scorpions in the desert!  I can put you on an earthly throne!”  When that doesn’t work, He does to the next area of vulnerability – power.  “Come on, Jesus.  You’re supposed to be the Son of God!  The angels in heaven worship you!  Yet here you are on this dusty rock called earth!  A carpenter?  Huh!  Come on, let’s go to Jerusalem, and you can call down the angels to show the people who you really are, and they will worship you and you can show your real power!”  His goal was to derail Jesus’ plans, to interrupt the plan of God, and to get Jesus’ eyes off the ultimate reason He was sent.

Finally, I want you to notice one more thing about this faceoff between Jesus and Satan:  the enemy was relentless.  We read in verse 13 that “when the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.”  Jesus resisted the enemy attack skillfully each time – by using the word of God to speak truth into the lies of the devil…and eventually the enemy backed off – but only to regroup, to probe for new areas to attack, and to look for opportunities to hit Him again!

Now, you and I may think, “Well, yeah, but it was Jesus!  He is the Son of God – of course He won!”  We want to diminish or dismiss these temptations as marginal or staged for our benefit – Jesus couldn’t possibly have failed, so they weren’t really temptations…right?  Don’t we think that way?  Well, let me share a couple of verses with you from the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews 4:15 tells us “He was tempted in every way that we are.”  Folks, if there was no chance for failure, it’s not temptation!  If I came in here this morning with a big, beautiful bowl of buttery, steaming Lima Beans, I doubt I would tempt many of you.  But, on the other hand, if I come in here with a bowl of aromatic, buttery, salty popcorn – then , yeah! That’s a temptation! 

Yes, Jesus was fully God, but He was also fully man!  He laid aside His heavenly glory and took on flesh – and with it all the baggage that we carry in the flesh.  He got tired, hungry, and disappointed.  He needed times in prayer to God for strength and He pleaded with God to deliver Him from the cross.  It wasn’t easy for Him!  In Hebrews 2:18, we are told, “He Himself suffered when He was tempted.”  He suffered when he was tempted!  If anything He had the added burden of knowing that he absolutely couldn’t give in even for a moment if He was going to fulfill His mission – imagine the pressure!  Not one time could he give in to temptation! How would you like to go around your life with that hanging over you?  That is suffering!  That is how much He loved us!  That is how tough our hero is!

Today that same enemy that Jesus faced is out to destroy you and your family.  Let’s see what we can learn from Jesus faceoff with the devil.

1.  Desert times come to all our lives.  They can be times of loneliness, times of trial, times of doubt or struggle.  We will all face times of desert combat in our lives.  When we feel alone, week and near the end of our abilities.  We are only able to gain strength when we push through the limits.  A runner adds another mile by gradually building his endurance.  The weightlifter goes up pound by pound to the next level.  Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit to build up the strength He would need to face the battle ahead.  When you and I face desert warfare in our lives, we need to have faith that God is accomplishing His purposes in us – He has not abandoned us.


2.  Satan will attack your identity as a child of God.  Do you realize how often we struggle with our identities? 

· Does God really approve of me or not? He must not. 

· Does God really accept me? He can not. 

· How could God accept someone like me? 

· How could God possibly be pleased with me? I can’t give like I used to. 

· God must be disappointed in me. 

· Have you looked at my life lately? God could never use me.

If Satan challenged Jesus’ identity as the Son of God, what makes you think He’s not going to want you to doubt your identity?  He just loves feeding you full of this sort of propaganda and intimidation. He loves to paralyze God’s people and deceive those whom the Spirit of God is leading.  He works to make you question what God has affirmed. Some of you have put your faith in Christ. You are a child of God! Satan wants you to question that. He knows he can’t every have your soul – but he will do everything he can to keep you ineffective!  “If you were really a child of God, you wouldn’t…….”

Now, here is something that is hugely important – if you’ve been sleeping for the rest of the message, wake up and hear this part – nudge the person next to you!  Good!

There are a lot of people who will tell you that “We all are God’s children!  We’re all part of God’s family, and we are all going to heaven one day!”  Nice thought, but completely and tragically wrong!  Remember we said that Satan is a liar and deceiver?  This is one of his biggest and most dangerous lies!  The fact is that Jesus said, “Narrow is the gate, and narrow is the way that leads to salvation, and there are few who find it.”  You are not a child of God because you are alive, or because you are an American, or because you were baptized, or confirmed, or whatever!  You are only a child of God if you have personally, sincerely asked Jesus to be your Savior – to rescue you from the enemy of your soul.  He suffered all this stuff – the temptations, the laying aside of his heavenly glory – the death on the cross, to save you from the world’s worst terrorist.  But if you don’t accept His help, you will be destroyed by the enemy.

Imagine a fire fighter rushing into a burning building and finding a scared child in a small corner of the basement – the opening is too small to get through, but the child could easily crawl to the firefighter.  But fear has the child paralyzed.  She cowers in the corner – afraid to move, as the sparks and ashes fall around her, and the sound of the burning and soon to collapse building roar.  The fire fighter desperately calls for her to come to him, and he does all he can to reach her, but she won’t reach out to him…That firefighter may do all he can – even die in his efforts to save her, but if she doesn’t move, he won’t reach her.

The enemy will do all he can to keep you from Christ.  He will paralyze you with fear, with pride, with hunger for the world – he will use any tactic he can to keep you from being rescued from His eternal flame!  Don’t let him win!

Remember we read that the Spirit descended from Heaven and a voice said, “This is my son” when Jesus was baptized?  Well in Romans it says that “The Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are sons of God…”  Is the Holy Spirit confirming that to you right now?  Are you certain?  You need to be!  Because the enemy will do all he can to deceive you, and to keep you from trusting in Christ! He is still as shrewd as ever.  He is still relentless in his attack.  

If you have not asked Jesus to save you, to forgive you, and to make you a child of God – do it now – right now!  If you don’t, then His sacrifice for you will have been for nothing.

